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Minutes of the Satterthwaite Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 30 June 2025
Held in public in the Parish Room, Satterthwaite LA12 8LT
Commencing at 7:15pm

Present:				Grant Nickson (GN - Chair)
Gary Thomason (GT - Deputy Chair)
Emma Nield (EN - Councillor)
Mhairi Crabtree (MC - Councillor)
Caroline Brock (CB - Clerk)

In attendance from the public:	David Ham
David Robbens

1	Apologies
Cllr Suzanne Pender.

2	Public Participation
Public representation acknowledged and invited to speak on matters as meeting 	progressed.
3	Requests for Dispensations 
None.

4	Declarations of Interest
Acknowledged that all councillors need to submit their declarations of interest for this coming term.

Decision: 	CB to arrange signing of forms and return.

5	Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on 12 May to be approved as an accurate record.

Decision: 	Approved.

6	Planning
The following points were discussed:
1. Discussion regarding the planning around the jetty project. GN raised whether this falls in our area and GT questioned if we needed to compare our parish map with that of the planning department and if they're the same. GT felt the beck in that area was the parish boundary. Suggestions from public attendees to ask local historians in the area may help to clarify and this was noted by the councillors.
2. Further query from GT and GN regarding the YMCA planning application and that didn’t fall into our parish area, however it was felt that this was due diligence from YMCA, rather than ambiguity of parish council geography.
3. Parish Council planning for the car park was raised by GN. GN noted the parish council have been asked to have it for the parish room and church, rather than public parking. They have also asked for evidence of poor parking in the village as Chris Kempster (Planning officer National Park) doesn’t feel it fits with our sustainable transport policy. GT noted we have been asked to take photos every day for 3 months of village parking, GT feels we cannot be doing this as no one has time, and no money to outsource. Comment from DR, in attendance from public, regarding whether electric charging points were an option to meet the sustainable transport policy. GT replied that it’s about people coming to village in sustainable transport, which isn’t suitable in this area due to lack of other transport options.

Decision: 	To be re-discussed with Suzanne Pender re car park planning.
CB will seek clarity of our Parish Council area map and the planning 	authority map and bring this to the next meeting for discussion and 	comparison. 

7	Financial and Administrative

GT now an administrator of the bank account. Agreed by all councillors to authorise wages for previous Clerk for June. GT will set CB up to be able to set up payments on the bank account.

Decision:	Approved.


8	Village Matters

The following points were raised:

1. DH raised to the councillors that the verges were growing and the roads therefore narrower. GT advised that there is nesting in them and this needs to stop before they can be cut. EN stated this would be September. It was clarified that the village did not own a flail hedge cutter. GT proposed that paying someone would be the best way to address this, and contacting Westmorland and Furness Council may be an option.
2. Also concern that there are some local dry-stone walls that are damaged locally. EN stated these are Forestry Commission owned and therefore the council will not repair them. GN advised we raise this issue to the Forestry Commission.

Decision: 	CB to send letter to Westmorland and Furness Council to advise 			whether they can cut the verges.
CB to contact the Forestry Commission regarding repair of dry-stone walls.

 
9	The Lengthsman

The following points were raised:

1. GT will raise the issue of a blocked culvert with the lengthsman, and DR raised there is a blocked drain near the bottom of Moor Lane. 
2. Potholes were raised by DR and EN advised that these needed to be reported separately and on multiple occasions to be fixed, but this doesn’t fall under the lengthsman.

 Decision: 	GN to raise the blocked culvert and drain with the lengthsman.

10	Correspondence

The following points were raised:

1. It was agreed by GT and GN that CALC would be updated by the Clerk to update the new Clerk’s details. 
2. Correspondence from the Windermere Marathon was noted.
3. The current Gmail account used by the previous clerk, although it is still usable, is locked to the previous Clerk’s phone and cannot be unlocked. This was agreed to be a potential single point of failure. CB proposed that we could host a Parish Council Website which had a linked email address, and this would be used when active for future Clerk correspondence as well as updating events and documents onto the website. This would cost about £18.99 to pay for hosting costs and this was agreed upon by the councillors. It would also mean that future handovers wouldn’t be linked to an individual, but generic to the Parish Council.
4. The Clerk was asked to bring a copy of important emails to future meetings as an aide memoir for discussion.

Decision: 	CB to update CALC re new Clerk’s details.
CB to set up a website and new email account.
CB to bring relevant paperwork to the next council meeting and 	subsequent meetings for review by councillors.


11	Council Calendar

The following points were raised:

1. EN asked if litter picking could be done in Sept after the tourists had gone. This was agreed.
2. GT mentioned strimming in graveyard has been kept up by a local resident and there was a discussion whether to clear all undergrowth there and this was agreed by all councillors. It was suggested by GT that a short notice village event of clearing the graveyard at a time the lengthsman is available would be most effective. It was proposed that CB speak to Simon Brock to send out communication when there is a good run of weather to arrange this and avoid cancellation for bad weather. This was agreed. This will be arranged via email between meetings over the summer period.
3. The 20 September was suggested and agreed by all councillors for a litter pick and BBQ on the same day to get better uptake for the litter pick. This was agreed. It was suggested that this date would go in the newsletter this issue and then a month before the event.

Decision:	Litter picking to be arranged for the 20 Sept with village BBQ afterwards.
CB to circulate in newsletter and subsequent reminder a month before.
CB to correspond with Simon Brock to circulate the 20 September litter pick 	and BBQ to residents. 
CB to correspond with Simon Brock regarding sending out an email when 	weather is better for residents to clear graveyard with the lengthsman.

12	Reports

The 20mph speed limit was discussed, and the public in attendance agreed they had filled in survey, but overall, it was noted uptake had been low. It was suggested Simon Brock sends out a further email to remind people to fill this in.

Decision: 	CB to correspond with Simon Brock to send out an email to remind 			residents to fill in the 20mph survey.	


 13	 Councillor Matters

The following points were raised:

1. The caravan in Dale Park was raised and it was unclear if a letter had been sent to the planning authority about this from the previous Clerk. GT and GN were not certain this had happened. The Clerk was asked to find the correspondence from the resident who raised it to the Parish Council to raise concerns. Using these concerns the Clerk was asked to raise it with the National Park and then respond to the resident. The Clerk agreed to allow councillors to be sighted on the draft prior to sending. 
2. David Ham raised concerns regarding camper vans by Satterthwaite Bridge and picnic table, and what can be done to prevent this. It was discussed whether this was illegal but noted that it was not. GT asked if any unsocial behaviour had been associated, and EN assured there were no concerns. It was noted by DR that same issue occurs at the bottom of Moor Lane. GT stated that unless any antisocial behaviour or littering was reported we would be powerless to do anything. If it did happen, the Parish Council would raise on those grounds.
3. The Parish Council vacancy was discussed and David Robbens was co-opted onto the Parish Council, nominated by the Chair (GN) and seconded by the Deputy Chair (GT) with no objections. It was agreed that the Clerk would add DR to the distribution lists and arrange the completion of the relevant forms. 
4. GT suggested quotes were sought for the Satterthwaite play park including a new fence, shed/pavilion, new outdoor equipment and work on the tennis court. GT stated that the Heritage Trust were willing to pay for the outdoor equipment and The Rawdon-Smith Trust for the Bed of Coniston Water may pay for the buildings and bigger work. It was agreed that suggestions for specific work and quotes for this would be brought to the next meeting. EN would look at fencing quotes, GT would look at shed/pavilion quotes and DR would look at equipment and shed/pavilion quotes. It was discussed that wider opinions would be sought regarding the scope of work prior to the next meeting. David Ham stated we would need to be careful if changing any of the swings to make sure everything met safety criteria, the Council reassured David Ham that the swings were not in scope for the work. 
5. MC stated equipment gets checked every year, and Zurich insurance cover this aspect. The Clerk was asked to ensure a review was booked.

Decision: 	CB to find resident's letter in the emails, raise concerns with the 			National Park and draft a letter to reply to be shared with councillors.
CB to add DR to the Parish Council distribution lists and arrange 	relevant documentation for completion.
Quotes to be sought from councillors regarding work to the play park in Satterthwaite. EN, GT, DR and GN to seek various quotes to bring to next meeting for discussion.
Clerk to arrange play park inspection.


14	Consultations

The following points were raised: 

1. The width of the bottom of Moor Lane was discussed and there has been no update from the Forestry Commission in respect to narrowing this to warn motorcyclists that they shouldn’t be riding there.
2. The 20mph speed limit. This has been covered under village matters.

15	Items for agenda discussed
1. Clerk induction – Decision: Completed. Permission granted by Councillors for Clerk to book onto training courses as part of ongoing development.
2. Car park raised in Planning.
3. 20mph speed limit covered in Reports.
4. Moor Lane covered in Consultations.
5. Road Closures – no current actions.
6. Additional item raised by GT regarding linking in with resident Saskia Read to organise a village stargazing event later in the year at the Grizedale Observatory.

Items for next agenda
· Litter pick event and BBQ
· Dale park planning
· Play park redevelopment in Satterthwaite
· Road closures
· Hedge maintenance
· Moor Lane and motorcyclists

 16	Date of Next Meeting
        
8 September 2025 19:30, Parish Room, Satterthwaite. LA12 8LT



Meeting closed at 20:18
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